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FROM THE DESK OF REV. MIKE

I was looking up the words for “Ring Out, Wild Bells™ by Alfred Llovd
Tennyson and came across another pocm by him that started me thinking
of the New Year that is ahcad of us — that poem 15 “Crossing the Bart”

Sunset and cvening star, ¢
And one clear call for vie, :
Aid raay there be no nroaning of the bar,
When [ put onit to sea, [...] %
. Twilight and erening bell. p
Arnd after that the dark!
And may there e nio sadhess of jarciveli
Wohew I embark;
Faar tho” frons out onr bonrwe of linee and place
The flood may bear me far,
I hape to see my Pilot face to fare A
When I have crossed the bar,

The old vear is dving, a new one 1s born. As we cross the bar into the New
Year, are we ready to spiriaually “sec [our] Pilot face to face™ Do we face
cach vear with a rencwed resolve to be a little better and do a little more
good? Arc we resolved to serve others mote and focus more on the poor
and needy? In other words are we ready to keep our eve on the GG

Today as in vears past, wisc men suil look heavenward and again scc a
bright, particular star. It will guide you and me to new opporturitics. The
burden of the downtrodden will be lifted, the ery of the hungry will be
stilled, the lonely heart will be comforred. If we truly listen, we may hear
that voice from far away sav to us, as it spoke to another, “Well done, thou
good and faithful servant.”

There will be many opportunitics this coming vear to lift the burdened and
comfort the lonely. If one faithfully watches the news we are almost
confronted nightly by onc tragic death after another, The ranks of those in
special need grow larger day by dav. Note the obituary page of the Davton
Daily News: here the drama of Life unfolds to all. Death comes to all
humanity. [t comes to the aged as they walk on faltering fcer. Its summons
is heard by those who have scarcely rcached midway in life’s journcy, and it
often hushes the laughter of little children.

Afrer the funeral flowers fade, the well-wishes of friends become memeaories,
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and the prayers offered and the words spoken dim in the corridors of the
mind, those who gricve frequently join that vast throng T shall call “the
Long Line of the Loncly.” Missed are the laughter of children, the
commoton of teenagers, and the tender, loving concern of a departed
companion. The clock ticks more loudly, time passes more slowly, and four
walls do indeed a prison make. .

Icwo?:vw all of us may again hear the echo of words spoken by the Master:
Lzuly, Tsav 1o vou, as vou did it to one of the least of these nv children
vou did 1t to me.” .

As we resolve to minister more diligently in the vear ahead to those in need
let us remember to include the children of the world in those learning
lessons of life. )

Ihere are many who need our love and comtfort, even if we might be
members of that lonely line ourselves.

And now to the poem that started me thinking abour all this — “Ring Qut,
Wild Bells: ”
Rong ant, witd iedls, to the wild &,
The flying closd, the frosty lisht;
=Y The year is dying in the nishi;
% Reng ot wiled bedls, and fet hiny ddie.
Ring out the old, ring in the nesw,
Ring, happy bells, acrosr the cnow:
The year is going, let him go;
Ring ont the faite, ring in the trre.

Rerg out the prief that sapy the rwind,
For those that bere we see wo more,
Ring out the feid of vich and pour,

Riug i redress 1o all mankind.

Ring ot a sdowly dying cans,
Ad ancient forms of party sty

b Rong i the nolsier modes of iife,
R (771D sweeter wanners, prrer laws,

Ring ont the want, the care, the sii,
The faithless coldness of Hhe times;
Reing o, rmght ot thy manenful ryyres,
Bt ring the fuller minstrel in i

_
|
|
__

Ring aut false pric in place and bhod,
The avéc stander and the spite;
Ring in the love of frutlh and right,
Ring in the common fove of pood.

Ring ont old shapes of foul disease,

Reug our the narrowing list of gold;
Riug gut the thonsand wars of o/d.
Ring in the thorsands years of peace.

Ring in the valiant man and free,
The farger hearts, the kindiier hand;
Ring ont the durkness of the lwid,
Ring in the Christ that Is to be.

As we approach the New Year, let us the people of St. lohn’s United
Church of Chust ring in the Christ that 1s and that 1s to be.

NOVEMBER MINSTER’'S REPORT

[ begin this report by saying “I'hank You” to the members of the Church
Council and the members of St. John’s for extending to me the call o
become vour Interim Interim Minister. After a lengthy conversation with
Steve, Ron and Chiis [ accepted your call with a sensc of “Fear and
Trembling.”

mw._cr:“mC.O.ﬁ.rmmvno:nﬁmHHOva.:mnQ.cJ_.mwbnnH_do/.ngﬁoﬁro
Dayton atea some cighteen vears ago. Although [ have not been active here
over the past few vears, T have been keenlv aware of what was going on in

the life of the church.
Even though my first Sundav in the Pulpit was November 6, I started office

hours on November 1 - spending most of that first week in getung to
know the staff, and acquainting myself with church life.

My Call Agreement was worked out so that I would be onsite during the
Season of Advent, (November 1 through January 1) performing necessary
pastoral dures as they arose. Our agreement calls for me to “work™ 12
hours a week.

With that, let’s look at November. [ have kept a calendar of church refated

calendars.

actvitics. The following information is a copulation of those dailv
®



Events Total Hours
Association/Cluster Meetngs 11
Church Mecungs 5
Conversation with Members 11.25
Conversarion with Outside Groups 4
Conversatons with Staff 7
General Office Work 21.25
Hospital/ Nursing Home Visits 5.5
Monday Letter/ Tower Tines 5.75
Sermon Prep 15.75
\Worship Planning 16.75
Worship Service 12
TOTAL 115.25

The total hours worked in November were 115.25 versus the contracred
monthly hours of 48. l.et me make a few observauons of the break down of
cvents. A\s vou can see a great deal of ume was spent in “Worship Planning
'
the life of the church, 1 ike to coordinate worship themes, sermons and

and Sermon Preparaton.” Having entered one of two “High Seasons’

u.woﬂ.w:omaamm.Io:mmmwma:::Oo:c_‘.&Ommnc/..ﬁomw:EP,_:&oHc,..moﬁ;:m
matcrials that 1 have left with Amelia 1o prepare, reading reports and time

spent in general planning of acavides.

A word about the “Monday Letter”: each Monday I write a letter to our
shut-ins informing them of the acdvities going on in the life of the church.
The st has started out small, but is being reviewed and new names are
being added to 1t each weck.

Concerning “*Conversaton with Members”: T have taken time to sit down
with various individuals and families and talked with them about life at St
John's. Thosc that I have ralked with have included members who have
staved acave in the life of the church, as well as some who have left St.
John's after Pastor Brakemever’s departure. As a condition of entenng into
those conversations, [ asked permission to speak generally about comments
made, bur to do so 1n a wav that would not identify the individual or
individuals making them.

In general the conversations have been posinive and very open. The reasons
expressed by those who have chosen to leave are clearly stated, as are those
who have chosen to remain. As would be expected, much of our

@
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conversatons centered on Pastor Brakemeyer. The 1ssues presented were
like looking at a coin and observing the differences between the front the
back. There are some who made it very clear that they have left St John’s
and probably will not return. Some individuals indicated that they are taking
a *“wait and sec” attitude - in cssence waiting to scc how things will shake
ouf in the furure.

As to issucs discussed — they ranged from Sermons, Worship Style,
Involvement with Members, Ieadership Style. We also spent some nme in
discussing the future of St. John's as they saw it. Most were hopefully that
St. John’s will continue to be a U.C.C. presence in the heart of Dayron.

As noted at our Annual Mceting, those who have left St. john’s impacted
our financial picture resulting in necessary budget revisions.

As I write my report of this month’s activites, I would remind you o go
back to the first two sermons that I preached. “With Livery Ending There
Is a New Beginning” — in that sermon | asked vou to start thinking abour
vour past — and what things would vou hike to carrving with vou from the
past into the future. The central theme of that sermon was “THE
FUTURE OF ST. JONN'S UCC BEGINGS TQDAY., WHAT YOU DO
FROM THIS MOMENT ON WILL DETERMINE WHO YOU ARL
DOWN THE LINE.”

In the second sermon, “You Want Us to Keep Our Eves on WHAT?,” mn
essence | asked you to look at how far you have come as a people of God
in the citv of Davton. And then HOW FAR ARE YOU GOING? The
first question is easy to answer; the sccond 15 going to take time and great
deal of effort to answer. As a part of that sccond sermon [ gave vou an
Ostrich Lgg. Ir 1s time that the church start placing its emphasis nor on
“we/them,” but that we open ourselves up ro Jesus. What are his teachings
and his stvle of ministy calling us ro do in this place at this time? I can’t sav
it often ¢nough: the FUTURLE IS IN YOUR HANDS!

After my first month here, I would say that we have our work cut out for
us. Before vou can even form a Search Committee for a Called Pastor, vou
have a lot of thinking and planning to do. St. John's U.C.C. 1s at a very
critical stage in its life. The future of ministry in this place looks grim to be
honest. The Financial Report presented at the Annual Meeting indicates
that we have about five vears of ministry before we might he forced to
close the doors. BUT T firmiv believe that the future 1s not written in those

figures. Over the next few months the Straregic Planning Commirtee will
begin to formulate a picture of what St. John’s might become in the future.
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As a peopie of Ged in this place, we need to be open to new possibihdes of
doing ministry. We have to accept the fact that change is inevitable. As the
Committee does its work, hopefully it will keep in mind our present
mumistry and needs, as well as look our and beyond to new and excidng
IMUNIStry.

As Tclose, once again allow me to say thank vou for allowing me to be a
part of this journev with vou.

Rep. Adike

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

As we begin a new vear, our church has many challenges in front of it. We
will be selecung an interim to serve our church until we call our new full
tme pastor. Rev Mike, our current part-time interim, has agreed 1o stay on
untl May 1, if needed. Hopefully, we will be able to find a full time interim
within the next 30 to 60 days. Also, we are working on a strategic plan with
the help of Aan Morrissey. This will require some time as this is a
complicated process and requires sharing many different ideas. Two
questions that were discussed were: “Who are we?” and “Where do we _
want to gor” While all this is happening, we need to concentrate on

building our membership and giving

o |

Again, duning January, February and March, the Council will be chaired by _
Chrts van Breukelen. 1 am sure she, as well as the other Council members _
and various committee chairpersons, will continue to do a good job. 1 ask

for vour support during this tme. |

The Annual! Meeting was held November 20 and wenr well. The new slate .
of officers was elected and other business was condueted. A deficit budget |
was approved, which means that we have to work hard to increase our !
giving where possible or conunue to spend our reserves, If we continue to

spend our reserves we will run out of money at some tme in the future.

The exact date 1s not known but esumates are 3-5 vears at the most. [ do

not want this to happen and I am sure you do not want this to happen

cither. o, we are back to the question asked in the first paragraph: “WHO

ARE WE?" and “WHERE DO WIE WANT TO GO?* Ler’s all pull

together and we CAN make a difference. Let’s do it )

®

Rarr Diecizson

BUDGET & FINANCE

As 2011 15 coming to a close, I would like
to take this opportunity to thank all of
the members of the congregatnon for
being supportuve of St. John's Unired
Church of Christ. We are all awarce
that 2011 has been a challenging

vear, Please remember and reflect
on two key words in the name of
our church:

1. "Christ" - our faith in Christ will lead us
moving forward mto the future

2. "United" - we must stand united if we expect 1o move
St. John's into the future

[ would like to wish cveryone a Merrv Christmas and a prosperous New
Year. As God 1s generous to us through St. John's United Church of Christ,
please remember to be generous to St. John's United Church of Christ in
2012,

Daungias Gordy, Chair

BUILDING & PROPERTY %

I want to thank the committce members,

2
Richard Goudy, Butch Martin and Tim White, \\\DI /ﬁ
and Steve Boggs for all of vour ume and hard H\

v

]
work. T cannot forget the never ending job that \f
Brian Dunkle has done all vear. I look forward 74
to working with all of yvou in the commg vear. \ /
Liveryone please mark vour calendars to help
take down the Christmas decorations on January 11 at 6:30 p.m.

Merry Chusunas and Happy New Year!
Markene Mifler, Chaw

0



PROJECT LIFELINE

Thanks to all of you who conrributed food items and cash
donations to the East Davton [Food Pantry 1n
November. In total there were approximately 700 food
items donated, as well as $250 conuribured through the
Thanksgiving envelopes. A total of 3500 was
given by a grant from Parking
Ministry through a request from the
Christan Nurture Committee. The
items were all delivered the Monday
before Thanksgiving and were grearly
appreciated. Thanks to Jack Papenbrock tor
the use of his SUV to deliver the food. It was filled to capacity.

Barbara Dawes, the Director of the food pantry, informed me that in the
month of November they served 765 people which 1s a new

record. December is going at the same pacc and possibly even higher due
to the Christmas needs.

Thanks again for vour support to this worthwhile Mission Project.

Janet & Norsi Newbaner
Board Members of East Dayton Food Pantry
Representing St. John's ULC.C.

hats and gloves for the adult students in the program. A barrel will be
provided for this collecnion. Although this is the last opportunity planned to
work with them unul the summer of 2012, we are glad to be able to
continue to minister to them.

Our next occasion to serve at St. Vincent 1s the fourth Saturday of
I'ebruary. Be sure to mark that date. This vear, we will serve in February,
Aptl, June, August and October -- always on the fourth Saturday, so mark
vour calendars.

In God's service,
Raeanna Biddle

Although the number of

I>z Dm I—lo Eomx“ actve St. John’s members
HEARTS TO serving at House of Bread

has decreased, on the surface it

appears as though we have the same
number. Karen Clark and Patsv Goin
are the remaining active members.
Many who are no longer
acuve members arc stll serving there as
interested individuals. The third Thursday 1s
quite adequarcly staffed right now. If other
S————— members are mterested in serving, we can

negotiate for another dav to serve.

Our team that works with the International School 1s beginning 1o colleer

®

CHRISTIAN
— NURTURE

V The Christian Nurture Commutrec
met in November at Karen Clark's
home. We discussed the Afrerglow

reception and talked about Hands to Work;

Hearts to God's participation at House of

Bread. We will meer with the Worship Commitree to finahize plans
for Afterglow. We will get commitments from members to make cookies
for the occasion.

The number of active members of St. John's involved at House ot Bread
has decreased. Karen Clark and Partsy Goin are the only actve members
currently involved. Other nactive members are sull participating, thougl.

[ am Jooking into upgrading our guest bags for people who attend worship
at St. John's for the first ume. At present we have only one bag left. The
bags appear to contain only a Tower Times and a small prayer/devotonal
book. I want to pursue the possibility of gerung mugs and pens to include.
At present 1 am representing the committee on the strategic planning
committee. We have had one meeting as of this wrinng.

Steve Carroll was elected chair of Christian Nurture for 2012, Karen and 1

plan to complete the final vear of our nwo-year terms.

Respectinlly submitted,

i o

Raeanna Biddlz, Acung Chair
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“He's today's greeter.”
USHERS & GREETERS NEEDED

‘Ihank vou so much to all those who volunteered
o serve as ushers or greeters in 20171, ois so
important that we can count on all of

vou. A special thanks to Fred Schiller for
the incredible job he did as head usher
for St Johns. [red. vou left big shoes to fill
and we all miss vou.

Please contact Pat Goudv if vou wish to be
an usher in the coming year. You are more

UMporant now that ever!

INSTALLATION OF
CHURCH OFFICERS &
STANDING COMMITTEE
MEMBERS <

The Installation of Church Officers and Standing
Committee Members will be during worship on
Sunday, January 8. Please plan to be at St. John’s as

we thank those who have served in the past and those
who will be leading us in the coming vear. Thank vou
ro cvervone who s willing to serve St. john'’s.

Chry pan Brondelen

I'hanks go out to everyone who has
? helped the Semiors Luncheon group

this past vear. We have had great

speakers who have entertained us. We
have had waonderful luncheons served
to us by the “Kitchen Crew.”

—IC NCH mo N Clark, Patsv Goin and Janev Townsley

really have gone out of their way in preparing the luncheons and setting up

Karen

HroE_u_nm.Oz;wo&&Hrm:rmmoo::o#.m_mowann_u/,.'_gowm:oﬂozmﬁ.osn
“Chict Chef” She alwavs tried to get the best buvs to produce those great

luncheons. How we will miss her.

Further thanks go out to Janet Machacl for handling the grecting cards tor
the Seniors, Thanks always go out to Steve Boggs for his help mn setdng up
the Fellowship Hall or doing whatever other task necded to be done.
Thanks go to Glenna Holdeman who played the piano for our hymn sings.
Nancy Duckson also plaved the piano for the hvmn sings.

b

‘e, again, are looking forward to the coming vear. If anvone has
suggestions for speakers for the coming months, please let us know.

‘The next Sentors meeting 1s scheduled for Tuesdav, March 13, 2012,

Program information will be available in the Februany Tower Times.

Helon Staab & Fdie Jeriking
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Tor m<mo\ﬁr5m ._.rma IS a mmmmos

ST. JOHN’S & FRIENDS
CHRISTMAS
CONCERT

Thank vou 1o cvervone who

madc the Christmas Concert

such a success! Sarurday, December 10 was an cv cning of Christmas
celebration and m:onai.:mu The choir loft was filled, m:& more than fifty
members and friends came to share in the Christmas Spirit.

Chrts van Brewkefen

SCHNITZEL DINNER AT THE LIEDERKRANZ CLUB
1400 East Fifth Sr.
Saturda, Jaauary 21 ar 6:00 p.m.

Menu: Schnitzel, parsley potatocs, red
cabbage, green beans or California

vegetable medley, apple sauce, bread
and butter, dessert, coffee and tea

Cost: $15 for members; $17 for non-
members (checks pavable to Davton
Liederkranz Turner)

Reservation Deadline: January 15

Hosts: Dottie & Tom Norton
298-4876

..E_AMM
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Memorial giffs gratefilly roceived in honor of Rev. Barry
Bob & Jean Archdeacun
Stere Bages
Charlyn & Benito Botter!
Mr & Mrs. Frank Caroofs
Judith W Dasive
Nangy & Ron Disckson :
Anna Dungely £
Jackie & Jay Gearon U
Evelyn Kolze J
Berward & Efizabeth Martin _
Corvinne M. Meyer r

T

———
e T
T
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Dottie & Tom Norton
Aue Pepiot 1Y
Plilinpus U.C.C. _“,ﬁ__“_ﬁ.
W&S M. Rees “_.,"_
Elve & Fred Schilier ?
Carl & Janice Zahn b“___

=

=

- - B . B
Memarial gifls gratefully received in bonor of Michael Muncy from 1_
Stere Boges

AND YOU SHALL KNOW THE

AND THE

SHALL MAKE YOU FREE!

JOHN 8:32 O
13



THANKS &
4 GRATITUDE
/1\

provided food to 315 individuals.
So far this year we have served 2,944 residents of
Huber Heights. St. John's gencrous gift was a big
asser. Thank vou and God bless you for your service.

Ravanna Biddle
Pantry Zm:mmg

Dear 5t John’s ['riends,

We want to cxpress our apprectation for the love and concern shown our
family following Barn’s u nexpected death. All vour pravers, calls, visits,
cards and emails provided support during those early difficult days and
continue to do so. We feel the love.

Thanks also to Rev. Mike and all those who helped make the Memorial
_ Service such a meaning ful cxperience. The altar flowers were a _oidm
gesture 1n his N1Emory.

Blessings,
Pat Kernt
Rich, Levtie, Eric and Nei! Kern

g &

Wayne Township FISH Food pantry
in Huber Heights appreciates
recetving the recent gaft of $500.00

to our food pantryv. In November, we

JANUARY BIBLE READINGS

Day
01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09

Book
Isaiah
Psalm
Galanans
Luke
Isaiah
Psalm
Ephesians
Marthew
Genesis
Psalin
Acts
AMark
[saiah

I Samuel
Psalm

[ Cornnthians

Chapter
61:10-62:3
148

29

19:17

1:4-11

49:1.7

3:1-10 (11-20)
13916, 13-18
6:12-20

Day
17
18
19

20

1~a 12
-~ oy

I~
o

Bool:

lohn

Psalny

I Corinthians
John

Jonah

Psalm

1 Corinthians
Mark

Isaiah

Psalin

1 Corinthians
Deuteronomy
Psalm

! Corinthians

Mark

Chapter

Matthew 28:20
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15th

01 Klara Holderman 22 Gregory Merker

03 IZva Hochreirer 26 I:lizabeth Koroschetz
07 Reiko Ford 28 Ronald Duckson

11 Neil Courture 30 Mary TFessler

16 Linda Triplett w. _ i
SR

HAPPY &3 BIRTHDAY!

Omrmwmb,jzm -

el

in honor of our Chureh Council and Standing Commuittees by the

congregation {2)

i honor of our staff from the congregation (2}

22nd by Cathleen Daily & Jill Johnson (2)

20th

n honor of Steve Boeo™s 47th birthday by his family and friends (2)
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