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The Marks of Discipleship:

II. Service to Others
Romans 12: 1-6a
A man went to the doctor after weeks of symptoms. The doctor carefully examined him and then called the patient’s wife into his office.
“I have bad news,” the doctor told her, “Your husband is suffering from a rare disease. Without treatment, he’ll be dead in a few weeks. The good news is it can be treated with proper care.”
“You will need to get up every morning and fix him a hot breakfast - pancakes, bacon and eggs, the works. He’ll need a home-cooked lunch every day as well, and then an old-fashioned dinner with meat, potatoes and lots of green vegetables. It would be helpful if you also baked now and then.”
“Oh yes, one more thing, his immune system is weak, so it is important that you keep your home spotless at all times. If your husband is to live, you will have to wait on him hand and foot. Do you have any questions?”

The wife thought a moment and then shook her head.
“Do you want to break the news, or shall I?” asked the doctor.

“I will,” the wife replied.

She walked into her husband’s room; he sensed there was something wrong: “Well, what did the doctor say?”

With a sob, the wife blurted out, “You’re going to die!”

There is something about human nature that resists the call to be a servant. We don’t like to wait on anyone hand and foot, not even for a few moments.

Being a servant is not what anyone wants to be. Ask any child, “What do you want to be when you grown up?” You’ll get all sorts of answers – firefighter, soldier, police office or teacher – but not one child will say, “I want to be a servant when I grew up.”

It is against human nature to be a servant. But Paul tells us “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”

In other words, it doesn’t matter that society tells you one thing; you don’t have to conform to what society says. You can be transformed in such a way that you can see the great value in what the world thinks as useless or without value. 

Paul goes on to say “We have different gifts, according to the grace given to us […] if one’s gift is serving, let him or her serve.” The rest of culture may look down upon a servant, but to be a Christian is to be willing to live a life of service.
Since being a servant doesn’t rest naturally with any of us, let me suggest how we all can become a better servant.

The first key is that you have to KNOW WHO YOU WORK FOR.

Emily Wilson worked for Kenneth Galbraith as his housekeeper for years. One day Mr. Galbraith asked Emily to hold all calls while he took a nap. Shortly thereafter the phone rang it was President Lynden Johnson calling from the White House.

“Get me Ken Galbraith. This is Lyndon Johnson.”

“I’m sorry Mr. President,” she said, “He’s sleeping.”

“Now look here, I’m the President of the United States.”

“Sorry Mr. President but he said he doesn’t want to be disturb.”

“Well, wake him up. I want to talk to him.”
“No Mr. President I work for him, not you.”

When Galbraith called the President back, Johnson could scarcely control his pleasure, “Tell that woman I want her to work here at the White House. It’s great to meet somebody who knows who she’s working for.”
We are all like Emily. Others are always calling on us telling us what to do.   

Our business colleagues want us to do something dishonest. Our best friends urge us to do something that is in their interests, but is unsafe or unwise. Like Emily we all have to make a decision when we are called upon by others – who do we work for?

We work for God.

We are not going to be conformed to the world. We have a law of God that we conform to. 

So as we serve others, we may not always serve their desires or pleasures. We serve them knowing that ultimately we work for God and we remain obedient to God. 

Another key to being a servant is to SERVE WITH WORDS.

Romans said that if a person’s gift “is encouraging, let him encourage.”

Encouraging one another with our words can be one of the greatest acts of service we can provide. We don’t encourage each other nearly enough, and we are all thirsty for words of encouragement.

I recently meet a man who told me about an experience he had this past summer. He was walking along a pier and came upon a large group of people looking down and shouting to a man in a small boat. 

He saw a young sailor who was preparing his sailboat for a solo trip around the world.  My friend said that the people were shouting things like “You’re crazy. It can’t be done. You’ll never make it. You’re an idiot. You’ll run out food. You’ll die of thirst.”

And yet there was one voice in the crowd, “I believe in you. I have confidence you are going to make it. You’ll show them.”

What a perfect example of life. We grew up singing “Home, home on the range, where the deer and the antelope play; where seldom is heard a discouraging word, and the skies are not cloudy all day.” but we seldom hear an encouraging word.
Paul speaks of encouragement as a spiritual gift. It’s a rare and precious gift that all of us have to some degree. 

The author of Hebrews makes this comment:  “Encourage one another daily, so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.”

Encourage one another daily. 

“Encourage one another. Build one another up.” And yet we seem to be forever putting people down. 

Many of us stand on life’s pier, looking down on other people and saying, “You’re never going to make it. You don’t have what it takes. You’re not good enough.”

During a practice session with the Green Bay Packers, things were not going well.
Vince Lombardi singled out one player in particular for his failure to “put out.” Pulling him aside he raked the young player over the coals.
Finally, Lombardi said, “Son you’re a poor excuse for a football player. You can’t do anything right. Get off field and hit the showers.”
The guard dropped his head and walked off the field. An hour later, Lombardi found the guard in the locker room - sitting on a bench, his head hung low, softly crying.
Lombardi was a changeable character and he looked at the kid and did an about face. He sat next to him and he put his arm around him and said, “Son, you know, you really are a poor excuse for a football player. You’re not putting out the way you should. But fortunately you have one thing that most football players don’t have.”

There was a long pause, and finally the young player raised his head and looked at the coach and asked, “What’s that?”

Lombardi looked at him and said, “Unlike most football players, you have the BEST coach in the nation. Now I know right now, you are a poor football player. But somewhere in you is a great football player. And I’m just the coach who can pull that greatness out of you. I’m going to stick by your side until you become great.”

And with those words Jerry Kramer straightened up and began to feel better and went on to become one of the great footballs players of all time.
You want to be a servant? Find ways to serve with words of encouragement. 
But words are not enough - we need to SERVE WITH ACTIONS as well.
When I was in Israel, I drove down to the Dead Sea one weekend. The Dead Sea is just that – dead. There are no fish. There is no plant life. Yet the Dead Sea is a great place to swim. Well you don’t really swim, you “float” in the Dead Sea. As you walk out into the water, the density of the salt causes your body to float. And before you know it, you are on your back floating. The reason why there is so much salt in the Dead Sea is that there is no outlet. Water flows from the north, and once there it has no place to go. As the waters evaporate the salts and minerals are left behind.

This same law of nature applies to us. Some people come to church and become Christians only for what they receive. They don’t have any outlets. They are not giving back, they are only taking. They are not serving, they are only being served.

Without outlets of service, everything in their lives becomes stale. The Lesson suggests that service involves actions. If your gift is “contributing to the needs of others, give generously.” “Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.”

These are activities that go beyond serving other with words. But as hard as it is to serve others with encouraging words, it is more difficult to serve others with actions.

We are all guilty. A friend dies and we stop by to pay our respects. As we leave we usually say: “If there is anything I can do, please let me know.”

Well, I know a family that when their father died actually made of list of things that had to be done.
· Someone needed to pick up grandma at the airport

· Someone needed to baby-sit during the funeral

· Someone needed to pick up the dry cleaning.

· Someone needed to vacuum the house.

So when people called and said “Is there anything I can do?” they were prepared.
The interesting fact was – people got upset. True they have volunteered their service but they really didn’t mean it.
We need to serve others with actions. Sometimes those actions aren’t all that exciting, but they need to be done.

Picking up grandma at the airport?

Baby-sitting?

Vacuuming?

Look around and you see people who are sick, or weak, or in distress. All it takes is a visit, a card, a meal taken to the house or a helping hand.

“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”

We serve with our words. We serve with our actions. We also need to understand that we SERVE WITH OUR ATTITUDE.

Our lesson notes that our “Love must be sincere.”

Have you ever known a person who did something for someone but their actions were not sincere – they just had a bad attitude about it. When I was the business administrator at Grace Church in Wilmington, DE our Senior Pastor suggested that the staff take on a project. It was approved by the church and one day a week for 2 months we worked on a Habitat for Humanity Housing project. Our youth director didn’t want to be there, he wanted to be home with his family. He would arrive late and leave early. He stood around with his hands in his pockets while the rest of us worked. He just didn’t want to be there and he made it miserable for all of us.
Christian service must be sincere.

The First Mark of Discipleship was Spiritual Friendship. The Second Mark of Discipleship is Service.

How do you demonstrate service in your life? 
There is a story told about the Roman aqueduct at Segovia, in Spain. It was built in 109 A.D.

For eighteen hundred years, it carried water from the mountains to the city. Nearly sixty generations were sustained by its flow and then one day someone suggested that the aqueduct was so great a marvel that it ought to preserved for future generations.
The city did just that. They laid modern iron pipes. They gave the ancient brick and mortar a rest from service. And that’s when the aqueduct began to fall apart.

With the sun beating down on the dry mortar it soon started to crumbled. The bricks and stones sagged and threatened to fall. What ages of service could not destroy - idleness achieved very quickly. 

As a disciple of Jesus Christ, you either serve, or you dry up.
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